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RESUMEN

El estado de Yucatdn se caracteriza por poseer suelo de alta permeabilidad, debido a su
naturaleza cérstica, lo que en consecuencia le hace carente de sistermas hidrolbgicos superficio-
les. Esto ha propiciado que la regién no sea considerada en el desarrollo de programas acuicolas;
no obstante, la franja costera yucateca presenta condiciones idéneas para el desarolio de la
maricultura, especialmente de camarén, ya que posee suelos finos impermeabiles utilizables para
la construccién de estanqueria ristica, asi como aguas ocednicas de excelente calidad y
volumenes suficientes de agua dulce en mantos fredticos de poca profundidad para procesos de
mezcla. Se presenta la informacién sintetizada sobre los criterios principales que llevaron a definir
un érea potencial para maricultura de aproximadamente 6,500 has. asi como la situacion actual
de la actividad en el estado.
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ABSIRACT

The State of Yucatan is characterized by its highly permeable soils, due to their karstic
compaosition, which consequently results in the lack of surface hydrological systems. This has ment
trat acuacultural programmes do not consider the region as a potential one for the development
of such an activity. Nevertheless the coastal areas of Yucatan present ideal conditions for maricul-
ture, specially of shrimps, since the soil of such an areas is fine and impermeable with adequate
texture to be used for pond costruction. Coastal areas also offer excellent sea water quality
conditions, as well as plenty of fresh ground water that can be used in mixing processes. Sinthetized
information is provided on the criteria chosen to define an area of approximatelly 6500 ha of
coastal zones as potential for shrimp culture in the state, and the current situation of shrimp
aquaculture in Yucatan is also discussed.
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