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RESUMEN
-2 comunidad de eufausidos en el estrato superficial se estudid frente a las costas de

- ichoacdan, México, durante dos periodos estacionales (invierno y verano). Se observaron

sclamente dos especies de este grupo, Euphausia distinguenda y Stylocheiron carinatum.
~mbas ocurrieron en el invierno vy sélo E. distinguenda en el verano con una distribucién
-astringida. Euphausia distinguenda, de afinidad tropical y comun en la zona, caracterizd la
comunidad local de eufdusidos. Su presencia en el drea de estudio durante el invierno puede
-2lacionarse con la influencia de ia Contracorriente Ecuatorial en la zona; en el verano su
cresencia sugiere el efecto de la Corriente Costanera de Costa Rica, que estd activa en esta
2poca vy fluye sobre las costas del Pacifico Tropical Mexicano. La abundancia de E. distin-

zuenda fue mayor en las muestras diurnas, o que coincide con otros trabajos en la regién. La

comunidad local de eufausidos que habitan por encima de la termociina y la haloclina es

" ~uy pobre en nimero de especies, aunque su abundancia es normal. La ausencia de

zufausidos en la mayor parte de las localidades de verano podria estar asociada con la
~fluencia de las descargas fluviales en la zona costera. *

ABSTRACT

“ne euphausiid community of the surface layer off the coasts of Michoacan, Mexico, was
studied during two seasons (Winter and Summer). Only two species of this group were recorded,

- Zuphausia distinguenda and Stylocheiron carinatum. Both species occurred during Winter and
- = distinguenda was only collected during Summer with a restricted distribution. Euphausia

Zistinguenda is a tropical species common in the region, which characterized the local

suphausiid community., its occurrence in the studied area in Winter might be related to the

~fluence of the Equatorial Countercurrent in the zone. During Summer its occurrence seems
-0 be influenced by the effect of the Costanera Current of Costa Rica, most active in this
s2ason over the Mexican Tropical Pacific. Daytime abundance of E, distinguenda was higher
-~an that recorded at nightly samples, this agrees with previous works in the region. The local
=Jdphausiid community dwelling in the layer over the thermocline and the halocline is quite
:oecies-poor, although it shows standard densities. This could be related to the limiting effect
2f these sfrong gradients. The absence of euphausiids in most Summer stations might be a
~a5ult of the effect of riverine inflows along the coastal zone during the Summer (rainy) season.




